Fisher Recycling Plays Key Role in Going Green Program
 

March 3, 2010
 
MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. – Fellow green businesses, local environmental representatives and Myrtle Beach Area Chamber of Commerce members gathered today at the chamber for the ribbon-cutting ceremony to launch Fisher Recycling – Grand Strand’s services in Horry and Georgetown counties. A press conference was also held to announce the joint MBACC and Myrtle Beach Hospitality Association Going Green program. Speaking at the ceremony were Kira Roff, president and ecopreneur, Fisher Recycling – Grand Strand; Brant Branham, MBACC board chairman; and Jeffrey Wisniewski, Myrtle Beach Area Hospitality Association board chairman.
 
Fisher Recycling – Grand Strand provides recycling services for businesses and residents from Georgetown to Little River. Services include customized onsite waste audits for businesses, residential curbside pickup, oyster shell recycling for local restaurants, recycling container distribution and pickup and training employees and the community to be environmentally aware.
 
Fisher Recycling – Grand Strand is the first comprehensive commercial recycling service to be offered locally and is Fisher Recycling LLC’s first franchisee. Roff combines her passion for recycling, her past experience at Brookgreen Gardens, and Fisher Recycling LLC’s 18 years of success in Charleston to help local businesses go green. “While I was developing Brookgreen’s recycling program, I talked to local business owners, and a common thread began to appear. They wanted to do the right thing by recycling but found it hard to know where to begin to convert their business or property over to recycling.”
 
For businesses, recycling is not only environmentally responsible, it is also fiscally practical. Recycling results in fewer dumpster collections and can reduce the size of the dumpster, with the waste stream no longer containing recyclables. Fisher offers commingled collection of all recyclable materials—glass, plastic, aluminum, tin, paper (office, newspapers and magazines), office electronics, cardboard and even cork and oyster shells.
 
In addition, the MBACC has launched its Going Green program, with a number of activities during March. The chamber expanded its office recycling program March 1, beginning with staff training. Led by Fisher Recycling – Grand Strand, the training introduced staff to new and enhanced recycling. Employees now have access to recycling bins throughout the building, which are emptied into larger containers. The recycling program now includes glass, plastics and cardboard as well as paper, aluminum and toner cartridges. All recyclables can be commingled, which saves organizational space and does not require individual collection or sorting of each recyclable.
 
On March 15, the S.C. Green Hospitality Alliance will host a free regional workshop to assist hotels, restaurants and other hospitality facilities in their resource conservation efforts. The workshop, which will be 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Hilton Myrtle Beach Resort, will include speakers highlighting various environmental efforts.
 
Following the workshop, the MBACC, Myrtle Beach Area Hospitality Association and Horry Georgetown Home Builders Association will hold the Top 10 Green Business Practices panel discussion for all types of businesses 2 p.m.-4 p.m., with expert panelists from Earthworks, SCE&G, Santee Cooper, Fisher Recycling, South Spray Foam and Horry County Solid Waste Authority. Steven Strickland, P.E., LEED AP, Earthworks building design team leader, will lay the foundation with an overview of what is “green” and how it is measured, and panelists will share green practices. The panel discussion is free and open to the public, but registration is required. To register and view the complete list of Going Green activities and businesses, visit MyrtleBeachAreaChamber.com.
 
In November 2009, Kira and Steve Roff signed on with Fisher Recycling LLC. As the former vice president of operations and events at Brookgreen Gardens, Kira Roff implemented the first recycling program at Brookgreen and has taken her experience and knowledge beyond garden gates to the Horry and Georgetown communities. Steve Roff, a marine biologist and dedicated environmentalist, was the interpretive ranger in charge of the nature center and environmental and conservation programs at Huntington Beach State Park for 13 years.
 
Founded by Chris Fisher in 1992, Fisher Recycling LLC began as a one-person operation, with Fisher collecting recyclables from several Charleston restaurants and offices at the request of business owners. Driving an old pickup truck, Fisher performed a job that restaurant owners and office managers did not have time to do.
 
Fisher Recycling – Grand Strand
104 Calvert Court
Pawleys Island, SC  29585
Phone/fax: (843) 314-3512
FisherRecycling.com/Grand_Strand
 
Editorial note: A digital image of the ribbon-cutting ceremony is available by request.
 
Since 1938 the Myrtle Beach Area Chamber of Commerce has stood as the unified voice of the Grand Strand's business community. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce has awarded the MBACC its five-star accreditation, one of only several chambers in South Carolina to earn this distinction. The MBACC serves Myrtle Beach, North Myrtle Beach, Surfside Beach, Little River, Atlantic Beach, Garden City Beach, Loris, Conway, Aynor, Murrells Inlet, Litchfield Beach and Pawleys Island. For more information, visit MyrtleBeachAreaChamber.com.
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